
 

 Price: $695,000 

144 Deed Acres 
Moretown, Washington County, Vermont 

This impressive, beautiful and thoughtfully-built,  
4-bedroom, newer farmhouse in a quiet, country location 

close to skiing, rivers and the Green Mountains 
includes a large tract of well-managed forest.   

THE NEST HOMESTEAD 

Fountains Land, an F&W company, 79 River Street, Suite 301, Montpelier, Vermont 05602 
Contact: Alisa Darmstadt ~ alisa.darmstadt@fountainsland.com ~ O/C : 802-272-7209 

fountainsland.com 



PROPERTY OVERVIEW 
The Nest Homestead is the loving creation of 
the current landowners and is where they 
intended to stay long into the future. Life 
takes unexpected turns, and the home and 
land are now available to the next owner 
who appreciates good layout, careful details, 
vernacular aesthetics and solid construction. 
From the birch flooring, in which each board 
is screwed and pegged in place, to the 
custom cherry staircase that widens into the 
living room, every detail was designed  with 
careful consideration and executed to the 
owners’ exacting specifications. 
 
Set in a quiet, rural area of central Vermont, 
close to 4 alpine ski areas, numerous rivers 
and biking routes, miles of hiking trails in the 
Green Mountains, and several compelling 
towns, The Nest is the perfect “base camp” 
for recreating and enjoying all that the area 
has to offer. It is also a destination in itself, 
with a large tract of beautiful and well-
stocked forest to explore and admire.  
 
LOCATION  
The property is in a rural setting four 
miles east of Moretown village and 
an equal distance to Northfield Falls 
village. The attractive, peaceful 
neighborhood is scattered with 
generally well-maintained homes. 
Diverse job centers are 20-50 
minutes away.  
 
In Moretown, there is an elementary 
school, a well-appointed country 
store and town offices. In Northfield 
Falls, there are a series of three 
covered bridges and a gourmet/
natural foods country store with a 
deli and bakery.  
 
Moretown and Route 100 provide 
access to the Mad River Valley 
where there are attractive shops 
and restaurants, as well as 
Sugarbush and Mad River Ski 
Resorts (both a 30-minute drive). 
Waterbury, the recreational crossroads of Vermont, is a 20-minute drive and is directly on Interstate 89.  
Northfield Falls is 5 minutes north of downtown Northfield, home of Norwich University. Here, there are 
practical stores and services, as well as access to Montpelier, the capital city (20 minutes away).  
 
Burlington, Vermont’s largest city, is a 45-minute drive to the northwest. Boston is about a 3-hour drive to 
the southeast. 

The home is a place to retreat and enjoy as well as a jumping off 
point for exploring the rich offerings in central Vermont.   
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Moretown Mountain Road (lower right) leads from the property into the 
Mad River Valley, pictured here with the Green Mountains beyond.  



ACCESS 
The Nest Homestead is directly off Moretown 
Mountain Road, a town-maintained gravel road. 
This by-way passes from Route 100B to the 
west, up and through Moretown Gap in the 
Northfield Range, and down to Route 12 and 
Northfield Falls to the east. The house is east of 
Moretown Gap.  
 
A gravel drive leaves the town road and travels 
400 feet to the house’s attached garage. The 
property has approximately 300 feet of frontage 
on Moretown Mountain Road and 600 feet of 
frontage on Devil’s Washbowl Road on the 
eastern boundary. 
  
GROUNDS 
The house is completely surrounded by trees, 
creating a private and nest-like feel. Exposed 
bedrock emerges here and there, creating 
interest and the possibility for unique perennial 
beds.  The mid-sized lawn includes a wooden, 
children’s playset, stone campfire pit, and two 
raised beds for vegetables. Up a slight rise is a 
meadow, half of which is on the property. From 
here, the remainder of the property is forested 
with trail access.  

The private driveway leads to the house from the town road.  
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The property’s 
cultivated grounds 
merge  seamlessly 
into the forest.  

The lawn is well-equipped with garden beds, 
a playset and fire pit.  



THE HOUSE 
As you approach the house up the driveway, the first impression is of a handsome, but unassuming, home. 
The 3,480 ft2, 2-story, farmhouse-style home was built in 2006 under the careful direction of the owner. The 
house sits on a full, concrete foundation and a 2-car garage is attached. A composite wood deck off the 
back is partially covered and nestles up to the woods and exposed rocks. Stained cedar clapboards cover 
the exterior and an asphalt-shingled roof protects it all. 

 
The main entrance to the home is reached via a flagstone path to an inviting front porch with room for a 
swing or some classic rockers. The mission-style wooden door leads into a welcoming entry with a 
cathedral ceiling and high window. In this light-filled space, first impressions of the home are transformed 
as the beauty and craftsmanship lovingly poured into the building are revealed.  
 
Primary design features include: birch flooring, screwed and pegged in place; ceramic tile in the baths and 
laundry room; cherry trim and doors; heavy-duty bronzed door hardware; tasteful, bronzed wall sconces 
mounted on cherry boards; recessed or petite track lighting fixtures; and double-hung, two-over-two, 
Marvin windows. The effect is a solid, warm, and elegant home with pleasing continuity as one moves 
through the easy flow of the rooms. 

The house as first seen coming up the driveway.  

The front entry is elegant and welcoming. The cherry staircase opens into the main living area.   
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A back deck connects the home with the yard.  



THE HOUSE - First Floor 
To either side of the entry are an office on the left 
and a dining room on the right. Both rooms are 
entered though solid-wood French doors. Looking 
forward from the entry, the home opens up into the 
main living space where the living room, kitchen and 
breakfast nook create a large gathering space at the 
base of the cherry staircase.  
 
The living room is generously sized and features a 
fieldstone and slate hearth with a fireplace. This 
handsome focal point is made of local materials and 
includes places to sit, as well as store logs. The 
breakfast nook bays out from the living space, 
providing an out-of-the-way spot for quick meals or a 
game of cards. From here, there is direct access to 
the back deck.  
 
The kitchen is literally and figuratively the heart of 
this home. With classic cherry cabinetry, Limestone 
Prima Corian counters in white, an integrated Corian 
sink with disposal, soapstone accent counters, a 
center island and a walk-in pantry, the space is 
beautiful and functional. Appliances are black and 
include a refrigerator, dishwasher, electric range, 
slide-out microwave and trash compactor. The range 
is nestled in a tiled nook with an exhaust hood. A 
separate bar-height table with seating for 6 extends 
the island and comes with the home.  
 
Down the back hallway from the kitchen, there is a 
half bath and a fabulous mudroom with two closets, a 
built-in bench, shelving and hooks to keep outdoor 
gear organized. This space feature white trim and 
beadboard while the adjacent bathroom has a 
ceramic-tiled floor. The mudroom leads directly into 
the generously-sized two-car garage with automatic, 
overhead doors, as well as direct access to the 
backyard and a short stairway to the basement. 
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The living room features a field stone and slate hearth.  

An office to the left can also be a den or exercise room. 

The dining room opens into the entry and the kitchen.  

The breakfast nook opens onto the back deck.  



THE HOUSE - First Floor 

The kitchen is central to the home. It is just off the stairs, 
entry and living room, and connects to the dining room.  

The cooking area has a tiled nook for the range.  
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The pantry is conveniently tucked behind the kitchen.  

The window over the sink looks into the woods.  

The mudroom is attractive and practical.  

The center island features Corian and soapstone counters 
with wine storage. The cherry high-top fits in perfectly.  



THE HOUSE - Second Floor 
At the top of the central stairway, there are two 
bedrooms, one to the left and one to the right. The 
one on the left is carpeted and has knee-wall, 
casement windows. It has doors into the guest 
bathroom and into the master bedroom closets, 
making it an ideal nursery.  
 
One step down the hall is the guest bathroom, 
which includes a cherry vanity, Corian counter with 
an integrated sink, separate soaking tub, and a 
glass-enclosed shower with tile work depicting the 
area’s mountains. Across the hall is a laundry room 
with pull-down stairs to the well-insulated attic. 
One final step down the hall is an over-sized 
bedroom above the garage. There is a full–sized 
closet here and three knee-wall storage areas.  
 
Heading down the second-floor hallway away from 
the bedrooms and bath, the corridor passes above 
the entry, creating a private approach to the master 
suite. Here, the bedroom is a simple room with 
pleasing ceiling angles, a ceiling fan, and access to 
the master bath. 
 
This large, spa-like oasis includes a long, Corian 
vanity with an integrated sink and large, tri-fold 
mirrors. The  glass-enclosed shower is octagonal 
and tiled, and the tub is jetted.  The flooring is 
wood, and white beadboard covers most of the 
walls.  
 
The bath flows into two walk-in closets, one of 
which is lined with cedar for longer-term clothes 
storage. The closet spaces have a door into one of 
the previously mentioned bedrooms, but it can be 
locked for privacy.  
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One of the bedrooms connects to the master suite.  

The tile work was the design of the homeowner. 

The nicely-sized master bedroom is full of light.  The spacious bath is a private retreat.  



THE BASEMENT 
Back on the first floor and adjacent to the 
kitchen is the interior access to the basement. 
The stairs lead directly into the family, game 
or media room, which is large enough for a 
pool or ping-pong table. The wood-look 
laminate floors are practical for this family-
friendly space and three closets store 
supplies.  
 
The remainder of the basement is unfinished 
and very dry. Here are the mechanicals for the 
home and copious amounts of storage space. 
At the far end, the short staircase circles back 
into the garage.  
 
UTILITIES 
The home’s systems have been impeccably 
maintained since the house was built. Regular 
servicing has kept everything in excellent 
shape. The 200-amp electric service is 
provided via the public grid. A 5,000 watt, gas-
powered generator that is wired to the home 
provides back-up power. 
 
The heating system is oil-fired, radiant heat 
throughout the building, except in the fourth 
bedroom, where baseboard hot water heats 
the space. Two oil tanks are stored in the 
basement. Water is heated off the furnace.  
 
A drilled well provides water to the home, 
which is piped through a water softening 
system. Piping within the home is all end-run, 
which means that each faucet or other water 
outlet has its own line from the basement with 
a singular on-off valve. The septic system is a 
concrete tank with a leach field and was just 
pumped in June of 2019.  
 
There is landline phone and DSL internet 
service to the home. Cell service is spotty. 
There is no cable service, but there is a 
satellite dish.  
 
Additionally, the home features a security 
system (with a driveway “doorbell”) and wired 
smoke detectors. There is a central vacuum 
system with connections and a hose set for 
each level.  

The large fourth bedroom can be used in many ways.  
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The finished room in the basement is a versatile space. 

The hallway leads privately to the master 
suite and looks down over the entry.  



THE LAND and its NATURAL RESOURCES 
The Nest Homestead rests on the east side 
of the Northfield Range with elevations 
from 1,220 ft above sea level (ASL) where 
the driveway meets the road to 2,100 ft 
ASL in the northwest corner. The 
topography is sloping to varying degrees 
with a southeastern aspect.  
 
Two plateaus above the homesite are 
gentle to moderate in terrain and show 
evidence of past agricultural use. Part of 
the lower plateau is a former hayfield that 
is now a 4-acre red pine plantation. The 
upper plateau has a developed hiking trail 
network which runs downslope to an area 
fairly close to the homesite.  
 
The timber resource is a mix of species, 
with many of the trees attaining large 
diameters. No forestry activity has 
occurred for roughly 30 years, providing a 
highly aesthetic landscape. 
 
TAXES, TITLE & ZONING 
The property is owned by the Kenneth E. 
Blessing Jr. Revocable Trust. Acquisition 
of the property was achieved in multiple 
purchases over the years. Thus, there are 
many deeds; a complete list is available on 
request. The property consists of 3 
adjacent lots, each with its own deed.  
 
The ownership holds more acres adjacent 
to this offering. The town regards all of the 
ownership’s acres as one parcel, 
identified as Parcel #5B-010.000 and SPAN 
#408-127-10065. Because this is a larger 
holding, accurate tax amounts for this lot 
are not available.  However, a VERY 
ROUGH estimate of potential annual 
property taxes is $11,674.  
 
The property is NOT enrolled in the Use 
Value Appraisal (UVA) Program, whereby 
lower taxes are exchanged for sustainable forest management More information about UVA is available at 
http://tax.vermont.gov/property-owners/current-use. 
  
The property is in the Agricultural/Residential District along the road and including the house site. The 
majority of the forested portion of the property is in the Preserve District. More information is available at 
the Moretown Zoning Office or at the town website.  

Well-built trails lead into and through some of the forest 
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Fountains Land is the exclusive broker representing the seller's interest in the marketing, negotiating and sale of this property.  Fountains has an ethical and legal 
obligation to show honesty and fairness to the buyer.  The buyer may retain brokers to represent their interests. All measurements are given as a guide, and no liability 

can be accepted for any errors arising therefrom.  No responsibility is taken for any other error, omission, or misstatement in these particulars, nor do they constitute an 
offer or a contract.  We do not make or give, whether in these particulars, during negotiations or otherwise, any representation or warranty in relation to the property. 

The property includes many hardwood species.  



TIMBER VALUATION 
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